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THE MAIN COLLECTION

The present collection constitutes a unique 

work: a trilingual textbook of Ophthalmology with 

part of the collective work ‘Handbuch Der 

Gesamten Augenhniheilkunde’ published in 1899 

by Alfred von Graefe and Theodor Saemisch. It is 

also bound with the supplements of Greek 

authors, G. Kostomiris, the French manuscripts 

and publications of A. & K. Gavriilidou as well as 

indirectly of Greek physicians (through 

Hirschberg) from antiquity and the Roman era to 

Byzantium



Five Authors

The Work of GRAEFE-SAEMISCH : HANDBUCH 

GESAMTEN AUGENHEILKUNDE 

The manual under the supervision of the above-

mentioned famous ophthalmologists of their time 

constitutes a compendium of 19th century 

Ophthalmology.

The main  contributor to the voluminous work is 

Julius Hirsschberg with numerous articles and 

descriptions of eye diseases. Extremely important 

and semiotic are his many references to the 

Medicine of the Ancients, the Romans and the 

Byzantines. In addition to medicine, it also extends 

to philosophical issues related to the medicine of 

the Ancients. The chapters begin with the basic 

concepts of medicine, connecting science with 

philosophy.



Insert Article by A. Gavrielidis on hemianopia and anopsia of 

syphilitic etiology. His contribution to the pathology of the eye was 

decisive and parallel to that of his European colleagues. The 

mapping of the patient's visual capacity with the visual fields is 

characteristic of his knowledge of syphilitic anopsia



These beautiful woodcuts from Georg 

Bartisch's monumental manual of Surgical 

Ophthalmology were used by Hirschberg

as a contribution to the collective work of the 

titles.Here we see an illustration of a patient 

about to undergo a pte removal sitting in the 

surgical chair as well as a wonderful colored 

(tinted) portrait of the author of 

'Ophthalmology' Georg Bartisch.



The book entitled ‘ON OPHTHALMOLOGY AND 

OTOLOGY OF THE ANCIENT GREEKS FROM THE 

MOST ANCIENT TIMES TO HIPPOCRATES’ by 

Georgios A. Kostomiris is the culmination of this 

valuable collection of Ophthalmology from the 19th to 

the beginning of the 20th century. It is dedicated to the 

knowledge of Greek antiquity up to the 4th century 

AD. The valuable notes of the Gavriilidis brothers are 

also essential for the interpretation and understanding 

of the printed manual.



EPILOGUE

Ophthalmology in the 19th century emerged as a 

vibrant and interesting branch of Medicine. The 

progress of Medicine was impressive and 

Ophthalmology accompanied in parallel this 

course of the mother science. Surgical skills, 

anesthesia, international experience helped in its 

emergence as one of the leading surgical 

specialties of our science
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